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SERMON FOR YOUTH. 


Sermon I.—The Way to be Wise. 


JOHN v. 39.—Search the Scriptures. 


My dear young’ Friends, 

The Bible is the best book in the world: it is the 
only book that can make you truly wise and truly good. It 
may be compared to a river, whose waters, in some places, 
are so shallow that a lamb may walk through it, and in 
other places, so deep that an elephant may swim. It is 
not to be compared with any other book, not only because 
it speaks the truth alone, but because it changes the heart, 
and raises the theuglts from earth to Heaven. It has no 
trifling stories, as many other books have; even those 
parts which relate the histories of good and bad men, are 
full of excellent lessons of instruction. Here are lessons 
for the young, as weil as for their parents: lessons which 
teach us God’s love to early piety: this we see in the call- 
ing of Samuel, while yet a child; and his hatred to young 
Sinners in sending his jadgments upon the Sons of Eli. A 
martyr who was condemned to die for his love to God and 
his regard for the Bible, when he was come to the stake, took 
his final leave of all things here’ below in these affeciing 
words— Farewell, sun and moon: farewell ali the beau- 


ties of creation, und all the comforts of life; farewell my 
i) 
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dear friends: farewell my beloved relations : farewell they 
precious book of God.” 

David the king of Isra2] made this public declaration 
that the word of God was more to him than thousands of 
gold and silver ; sweeter to him than honey or the honey 
comb. How precious the Bible must be: Is it the book 
from God? Yes, it is certain that God has giveu you the 
Bible; and what the Bible says you are to regard as the 
word of God; as his voice speaking to you: you are told 
and taught to believe this, because in 2 Tim. iii. 16. it is 
thus written, “ All scripture is given by inspiration of God, 
and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for 
instruction in righteousness.” Wicked men say, and pre- 
tend to believe.the Bible is not true, only because they 

- wish it so; and when. it reproves them for sin, they curse 
the book, and would, if they dare, throw it.in the fire. A 
party.of young men, who were exceedingly wicked, met 

, together one evening, and in the midst of their wickedness, 
maduess and folly, they came to an awful resolution to 

burn the Bible! accordingly a latge fire was prepared; 
the Bible was laid-upon the table, and near it stood a flow- 

*ing bowl of liquor, to drink after the dreadful action was 
performed. One of the most wicked and daring in the 
company, was appointed to carry the Bible from the table 
to the fire: he took up the sacred volume, and was walking 

-towards the fire; he cast his eyes on the book in his hand; 
a sudden trembling seized him in every part of his body; 

aleness covered his face; he came back to the table, and 
laid down the Bible, saying—* Let us not-burn that Bock, 
till we get a better.” ‘This young man afterwards lived to 
vexperience its value and taste its sweetness eyen an a dy- 
ing bed. 
-& O bless the Lord for mercies given, 
To teach our souls the way to Heaven.” 

I. Let us enquire what you are to search! The Scrip- 
tures, or sacred writings, we are told were written *‘ by holy 
«nen of God, who spake as they were moved by the Holy 
»Ghost. The word search, means to read, as to seek for 
any particular part; you-are desired to search, by him whe 
knew the value of the book which he commands you to 

ad. ‘The Old Testament was a'l that was then written, 
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but the New Testament is now added, by which their value 
is much increased, their harmony displayed, their meaning 
explained, and their beauty set forth. The Bibleis the name 
by which this precious Book-ismostly called: some say, the — 
Holy Bible; others, the Word. of God, because, the things 
which the Bible contains, were spoken by God, and writ- 
ten “by holy men, who spake as they were moved by the 
Holy Ghost.” It is called the Old and New Tesiaments. 
The Old Testament was written by Moses and the pro- 
phets ; the New Testament by the evangelists and apos- 
tles. The Old festament contains thirty-nine different — 
books; and the New, which has been written since the 
coming of the Lord Jesus into the world, contains twenty- 
seven books. This precious book contains a variety of 
important truths, which may be divided into history, dee. 
trine, prophecy, each of which are equally instructive and 
important. There areexcellent examples for you to Imi- 
tate; important doctrines for you to believe, and precepts 
for you to obey ; mysterious, far above the understanding , 
of the wisest of men; while many parts are so plain and ° 
simple, that a child may learn the way to heaven. 


* How glad the heathen would have been, 
That worship idols, wood and stone, -~ 
If they the book of God had seen, 
Or. Jesus or his gospel known.” . - 


A vessel sprang a leak-at sea, and was sinking very fasi ; 
when the sailors jumped into the boat, one of them, at the 
hazard of his life, ran back into the cabin for something 
he had forgotten, and when he came back to the boat, be- 
hold it was a Bible! which he esteemed so much,as to run 
the risk of his life to save. ~ 

If... will endeavor to show you why you should search 
thé scriptures, or, | might say, and perhaps you will under- 
stand me better, if 1 say why you should read your Bibles. 
After having told you what you are to search, or read, the 
next thing is, to give you some reasons to urge you to search 
the scriptures ; and I assure you I can give you seme very 
good ones. One reason is, because it is not only the best 


_ book, but it is God’s book. If you were at a distance from 


home, and your parents sent you a letter, would you not 
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read it? O yes, that you would Iam sure; and will you 
not read what God has written for you? A little girl once 
said that the Bible was God’s word and that the catechism 
was the Bible’s word. 

Another reason is—because you do not know what the 
Bible contains ; and if you are ignorant of the important 
and glorious things which are in the Bible, you are stran- 
gers to the only things whichcan make you happy in this 
life, and happy forever in the world tocome. Let me 
briefly tell you what things these are, which you ought to 
know. The Scriptures will tell you who and what God is ; 
that he isa Spirit; that he is eternal, holy, wise, powerful, 
and good : They will tell you what you are: that youare 
all sinners, bern in sin and shapen in iniquity: that your 
thoughts and imaginations are evi! from your youth ; that 
you go astray from the womb, speaking lies ;_ that child- 
hood and youth are vanity ; that your hearts are deceitful 
above all things, and desperately wicked: that your na- 
tures are depraved, your understandings darkened, your 
passions sinful,your affections earthly, and your souls expos- 
ed to the wrath of God; that your bodies were formed of 
dust, and will return to dust again ; but that your souls are 
immortal, and will live for ever. 

The scriptures tell you what is your duty to God and 
man: That thou shalt love the Lord thy Ged with all thy 
heart, with ali thy soul, and with all thy mind ; and that 
thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself: on these two 
commandments, said Christ, hang all the law and the pro- 
phets. 

The scriptures tell you of a Saviour, who was God ; but 
caine down from heaven, and became man that he 
might save your souls from the wrath to come; _ they tell 
you that he suffered hunger and thirst, temptations and 
trials; that he became a man of sorrows and acquainted 
with grief; that he was sold by Judas, denied by Peter 
and forsaken by the rest of the disciples: that he was 
falsely accused and unjustly condemned, buffetted, scourg- 
ed and spit upon ; that he was crucified on the cross, and 
gave himself'a ransom for you: He suffered, that you might 
be happy ; he died, that you might live for ever. 

The scriptures te'l you the way to fleaven: That 
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Christ is the only way to God the Father; that whosoever 
believeth in him, shall not perish, but have everlasting life : 
They tell you that he is gone to Heaven, to prepare a 
place for all those dear children who serve God, and love 
his Son Jesus. They tell you that it ison account of what 
Christ has done, that you will be admitted into Heaven, 
and not on account of any thing that you can do. 

Thus, I have very briefly told you of a few of the good 
things, which this precious book contains. But who is it 
that speaks these words—* Search the scriptures ?” it is 
Jesus, it is Christ the Saviour, your best Friend: it is his 
desire, it is his command: andif you love him you will 
keep his commands. And Jesus himself gives you two 
very important reasons: “for in them ye think ye have 
eternal life ;” that is, the scriptures show you how to ob- 
tain it: “ and they are they which testify of me;” that is, 
the prophets bore witness to his coming, and they foretold 
that he should come, to take away sin, by the sacrifice of 
himself. This is therefore another very powerful reason, 
because it is Christ that tells you to search the scriptures. 

Ili. I must tell you how, or in what manner, you 
should search the scriptures, or in other words, how you 
should read-your Bibles. 

1. Read the scriptures as if you really believed them 
to be true. Ignorant men could never have been the au- 
thors of a book to make you truly wise ;.bad men could 
not invent a-book that willemake you good and happy: 
you cannot read.the Bible, in-a profitable manner, if you 
think at the same time, that what you read is false. The 
salvation ef the soul depends-upon the truth of the Bible: 
remember, when you read the Scriptures, that they were 
written by Him who cannot lie. 


*¢ His word is everlasting truth, 
How ge is every page ; 

That holy book shail guide your youth,. 
And well support your age.” 


2. Read the Scriptures:with-a high regard for their val- 
ue; as if you really thought the Bible precious, for it is in- 
finitely valuable, “ more precious than rubies, more to be- 


- “desired than gold, yea than — fine gold.” 
, 2. 
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4 This is the field where hidden lies, 
The pear! of price unknown ; 

Those children are divinely wise, 
Who make that pearl their own.” 





A poor woman who could not read the Bible, rose one 
hour earlier in the morning, and sat up one hour later in 
the evening, that she might earn a penny more every day, 
and with this penny she hired a little boy to read a few 
ehapters in the Bible to her every day. 

3. Read the Scriptures with an earnest desire to under- 
stand what you read; that you may indeed be made wise 
to salvation : O that you may imitate the example of Tim- 
othy, and kaow the Scriptures even from a child. What 
you do not understand, ask some older person to explain to 
you: remember what they tell you, and think of it when 
you read that part again. Read, that you may know more 
of God, of his nature and perfections, that you may know 
more of yourselves as sinners and of Christ as a Saviour, as 
the only refuge from the wrath to come. 

4. Read the Scriptures, with diligence: make it a rule 
with yourselves, to read a part every day ; let na day pass 
without readi.g a chapter at least. Read with attention 
and care; think upon what you read, apply the word to 
yourselves; wien you have read a chapter, endeavour to 
learn some ‘lesson of instruction from it, and turn the words 
you have read intoa prayer. There is no occasion for you 
to read the Bible in order, I mean from Genesis to Revela- 
tions; but you may read select parts, such as the book of 
Genesis, Proverbs, Psalins, Gospels, and the Epistles. Here 
Jet me recommend to yous notice, a book, called the Beau- 

ties of the Bible; it ts an excellent book for young persons. 
There is also a smaller book, suitable for children six or 
seven years old, called Bible Stories ; ; both these are suita- 
ble books for children to read. 

5. Read the Bible with Reverence; Remember it ‘s the 
Word of God; it isa holy book; a sacred treasure, and 
ouglit to be taken care of: never let the Bible lay about, 
and when you read it at school, be very attentive, let:oth- 
ers see that you love the Bible. 

Lastly. Read the Scriptures, with earnest prayer to God 
for his blessing upon what you'read. Many persons:coim- 
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plain that they do not understand the Bible: It is because 
ihey do not pray to God. What did David say, “ Open 
thou mine eyes, that I may behold wondrous things out of 
thy law.””?. When you read the Scriptures, say, O Lord 
teach me to know and do thy will; send thy Spirit to assist 
me, while I read, and grant that what Tread may make 
me wiser and better. Pray before you read, and while 
you read, and after you read the Scriptures; this, my dear 


' children, isthe way to be truly wise indeed. 


‘¢ Lord Make me understand thy law, . 
Show what my faults have been ; 

And from the Gospel let me draw, 
Pardon for all my sins.” 


¢¢ This isa precious book indeed ! 

Happy the child that loves to read! 

’*Tis God's own word which he has given 
To show our souls the way to heaven. 


‘It tells us how the world was made ; 
And, hew good men the Lord obey’d: 
Here his commands are written, too, 
To teach us what we ought to do. 


‘It bids us all from sin to fly, 

Because our souls can never die : 

It points to heaven where angels dwell ; 
And warns us to escape from hell. 


«+ But, what is more than all beside, 
The Biible tells us Jesus died !— 
This is its best, its chief intent, 

To lead peor sinners to repent. 


‘“¢ Be thankful, children, that you may 
Read this good Bible every day : 

‘Tis God's own word which he has given, 
To show our souls the way to Heaven.” 


MEMOIR OF MARY ANN CLAP, 


WHO DIED IN THE ] ITH YEAR OF HER AGE. 





So interesting was the appearance, and so instructing the 
conversation of the child, who is the subject of the follow- 
ing’ narrative, on her dying bed, that I feel myself con- 
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strained by the expectations of those, who visited lier and 
saw the effects of her triumphant faith, as well as by the 
hope of furnishing religious instruction to others, to make 
a public statement of facts concerning her. ‘To do justice 
to the subject is indeed impossi!.le. li would be altogether 
impracticable, within proper limits, to relate all her inter. 
esting conversation with the explanatory circumstances 
which attended it ; and, if it were practicable, still it would 
be impossible fully to describe that meek and humble, bat 
animated and intelligent appearance and mode of expres. 
sion which gave+peculiar force to her larguage, and car 
ried instant conviction to the minds of all, who were pre 
sent. While therefore I make the statement with the ap. 
prehension that many will view it as au exaggerated ac- 
count, I do it likewise with the impression, that it will 
fall far short of the expectations of those, who saw ant 
heard for themselves. But itis my desire and intention wo 
state the simple facts, with all the accuracy, which my re: 
collection, assisted by the recollection of friends, can fur- 
nish; and commit the narrative tothe blessing of heaven, 
praying that in may be profitabie for those who read it ;— 
that it may encourage parents to dedicate their children to 
God, to carry them in the arms of faith, and prayer to 
Christ, and to begin early to bring them up in the nurture 
and admonition of the Lord—that it may lead children to 
think of dying, and prepare for death and heaven....that it 
may show to all, who read it, the power and excellency of 
vita! religion, and induce them immediately and persever- 
ingly to seek that good part, which can never be taken 
from them. ? 

Though Mary Awn was by local situation and baptism, 
a lamb of my flock, and-of course under iny pastoral in- 
struction and occasioually{within my personal observation}. 
yet I discovered in her nothing very peculiar, till her con- 
finement with the disease,.which terminated her life.* 
She began indeed to attend on catechetical instruction at 


eluding the discernment, and baffling the skill of the best physicians; 
and for along time gradually undermining her constitution and wasting 
her strength. She was, howevcr, confined to the house but a (@w 
weeks ; nor was her reeovery despaired of til] this confinement. 


*Her disease was very peculiar in its symptoms and Pesta 
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an early period ; and, I believe, never failed to attend the 
lectures in the district, to which she belonged, til! the last 
spring, when she was prevented by her declining health. 
During their exercises she always appeared attentive, and 
sometimes solemnly impressed. She repeated the cate- 
chisms, hymns, and portions of scripture, which she had 


} committed to memory, with propriety, seriousness, and evi- 


dent attention to the meaning. But inall this she was not 
distinguished from some other children in each of our dis- 
tricts. Imnever attend to the instruction of “ these little 
ones,” without observing more or less of this apparent se- 
riousness in a portion, at least, of the children—without 
hoping that the seeds of grace are taking root in their young 
and tender minds—without being fully persuaded, that the 
most useful part of a minister’s labors is that, which he de- 


| votes to the “ lambs of the flock”—without resolving to 


continue and increase these labors—without wishing that 
parents would be more faithful in instructing their child- 
ren, and more careful to encourage their punctual attend- 
ance en pastoral instruction. 

But although, at these occasional interviews, I observed 
nothing very peculiar in Mary Ann—nothing to distin- 
guish her from some other children of her age ; yet ev- 
ery thing in her appearance was certainly consistant with 
the supposition of her being then truly pious. This suppo- 
sition is rendered probable by the following account of her 
by her mother. Mary Ann, she informs me, was a child 
ofmuch gaiety, high spirits, and persevering obstinacy, 
till between the fourth and fifth year ofher age. About 


| this period there wasa sensible change in her disposition 


and taste. Instead of being thoughtless, peevish, and self- 
willed, she gradually became sedate, meek, and submissive, 
aud carefully attentive to the commands and wishes of her 
parents, She began likewise tomake enquiries on religious 
subjects; and gave great attention to religious conversation 
and instruction. - She soon became fond of retirement, es- 
pecially on the Lord’s day; and spent much of the time, 
which was not occupied in attending social worship, in 
reading the Bible, hymns for children, and other books 
of piety suited to her age. She very soon read the Bible 
through in course ; and never neglected to make it hey 
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principal study. In most of her religious books she kepig, 
number of marks, that she might readily find those passa. 
ges, which she wished often te peruse. Her thoughtful. 
ness commenced soon after the death of her sister ;* by 
which, though not five years old, she was deeply affecied, 
She was frequently heard to say, that she wished she was 
as good as Elizabeth, that if she should die, she might be 
with her. From that period it is known, that she often re 
tired to her chamber for prayer; and it is believed, that, 
till the time of her confinement with sickness, she never 
failed, at stated times, to retire for secret devotion. She 
sometimes asked her mother in the course of the day, 
whether she had prayed that morning, adding, “ Maimma, 
I have prayed for you.” She often reminded her brother 
anda little sisters of the duty and privilege of prayer 3 and 
sometimes tenderly and solemniy reproved them for their 
faults, and exhorted them to retire aud pray God to forgive 
them. Often would she recommend prayer, as the bes 
means of obtaining relief, in seasons of pain and distress; 
and when she heard of any ove in affliction she would say 
in the language of the apostle ; “Is any afflicted? let him 
pray.” Still, however, she often appeared anxious, ani 
expressed a fear, that her sins were not forgiven. Onef 
night in particular, not two years ago, her mother heard 
her weeping in bed;-and upon enquiry learned, that she 

ad been thus weeping for hours. She bad, she satd, been 
examining herself, and remembering that a long time be 
fore she had spoken what was not strictly true, she wat 
grieved, that she should ever have committed so great a 
sin; and feared, that God would not forgive her. She 
frequenly appeared likewise to be grieved by the wicket: 
ness of others; especialy by the awful sin of profane 
swearing ; she has been heard to say, “ Owhat will be- 
come of that profane and wicked child, if he does not re 

ent !”- 

The belief that her heart was early renewed by divine E 
grace, is likewise strengthened by her own simple and nag 
tural relation of her past reflections and experiences, a 
made to me at different visit, during her sickness, The. 




















* Elizabeth Clap died June 24 1810, 
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substance Of this relation, collected from my Minutes of 
her several conversations with me, I will give in this con- 
nexion: *¢ Soon after my sister’s death, I thought, that I 
might die too; and I felt afraid, if I should die, that I 
should not go to heaven. I knew that I was a sinner, and 
I feared that my sins were not forgiven.” Being asked 


pt & 
1S&n- 
tful. 




















‘ted, 


wai Mewhat she did, when she felt thus afraid, she answered, “I 
t be Miused to go by myself, and cry and pray.” Being asked 
1 te Macain, whether she found relief in prayer, she answered ; 


hat, 


2 Vex 


‘Sometimes I did, and sometimes my fears remained.” 
She said, while-she attended the Misses Boardmans’ school, 


SheMther mind was more deeply impressed with a sense of sin, 
lay, than ever before; and her anxiety increased.* “ When 
ma, Miley read to us and talked to us about good things, I fre- 
ther Mcuently felt as if I should burst into tears; and coming 


and 
heir 
o1Vve 


home, I used sometimes to walk by myse!f, and think; and 
loften wept-and said to myself, 


’Tis a point I long to Know, 


pes Oft it causes anxious thought ; 
PSS; _Do L love the Lord or no? 
say Am [his or am I not?” 


we Being asked in this connexion, whether she was ever 
ne eetisfied on this point, she answered—“ Never, till since I 
ard Meeve been confined to this chamber. I-used sometimes:-to 
shempope; but I feared too. I could not tell, whether I did 
cen Meove God with all my heart, or not. But I always hoped, 

hat he would spare my life, till I should repent, and know 


bes hat I loved him.”? 










- ‘This account of her experiences is perfectly consistent 
shoe ith her general appearance, when first confined to her 
ed: ick chamber. Having for a long time been thoughtful 
m 2 religious subjects, and probably under the influence 
* if holy principle; but never satisfied, that she had truly 


re fecpented—that she had obtained an interest in Christ 
hrough faith in his blood—that she. did love God su- 
remely, she of course felt some degree of anxiety in the 
‘Beer view of death. Accordingly, when I first visited 
ber in her sickness, she appeared thoughtful and silent— 


as 
*hé eculiarly attentive to the few general observations; 









‘ine 


.. ° * This I am infomed, was about a year before her death. 
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which were made to her; but rather disinclined to reply, 
At the time of my second visit, made at her particular re. 
quest, July 5th, her. appearance was the same; I found 
her still anxious and apparently fu!l of contemplation, 
But as she seemed still inclined to be silent, and as | 
wished to avoid every thing which might alarm her and 
sink her spirits, I said but little ; and nothing, so far as | 
can recollect, calculated to increase her apprehension of 
death. But after a few remarks, directing ler thoughts to 
Christ, I prayed with her and withdrew. In the course of 
the day, however, she said to her mother; “I do not ex. 
pect to live long.” Being asked, whether she were willing 
to die, she answered; “I should be willing, if I knew my 
sins were pardoned ;” and added, “I should be glad to be 
one of the !ittle flock, which the Saviour carries in his 
arms.” While she was making these and other similar 
remarks, she'seemed much affected, and occasionally wept, 
But this state of anxiety and distress of mind did not long 
continwe. She requested her mother to pray with her, 
soon became tranquil), and never after expressed a fearful 
apprehension of death. | 

On Saturday, July 6th, she began to converse freely with 
her friends, concerning her situation and prospects. With 
composure and apparent satisfaction, she often spoke of 
leaving the worid. She said; “‘ My doubts are all remov 
ed—my sins are forgiven—I1 am willing to die at aby 
time, when God shall please—I am ready this hour ; but § 
I hope I shali wait patiently God’s time.” In the. course 
of the day she requested her mother to read to her por 
tions of the Bible and other religious books. Among tle 
hymns, which she pointed out, as peculairly pleasant 10 
her; and which, though she could repeat it, she desired 
her motler to read, was that beautiful hymn by Doé- 
dridge : 

See Israel's gentle Shepherd stand, 
With all engaging charms ; 


Hark, how he calls the tender lambs, 
And folds them in his ams, &c. 


On Lord’s day, July 7th, she appeared uniformily happy 
She often spoke of dying; and expressed not only a wi!’ 
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ingness, but a desire to be gone. ‘I long,” she said “ to 
be in my Saviour’s arms.” There are no terrors in death 
to them that love God.” After speaking of her parents— 
of her affection for them, their kinduess to her, and the 
prospect of her separation from them, she said; “But f 
shall not feel the want of father or mother in heaven; my 
Saviour will be all in all.” In aseason of bodily pain, she 
checked her groans, and said; ‘ Shall | complain? T 
should do wrong to complain. When my Saviour was 
nailed to the cross, he prayed for his enemies, and said, 
Father forgive them, for they know not whatthey do; and 
his sufferings were for my sins.” When her uucle and - 
aunt Dogget were preparing to return home, she called 
them to her bed-side; first kissed her uncle and said; “1 
do not expect to see you again in this world, but I hope to 
meet you In another and better world.” She then kissed 
her aunt and said; “ Give my love to Sophia and Jane®* ; 
tell them to be good girls, and seek the Lord early and 
they will surely find him.’ 

Monday, July 8. When I entered the chamber, she 
seemed to be in a quiet sleep. Her countenauce was pla- 
cid, and indicative of the state of her mind. Her peaceful 
soul had “ impressed upon her face a lovely image of it- 
self.” It soon appeared, however, that she was not asleep. 
A season of bodily distress had exhausted her strength, 
and rendered her peculiarly languid. But notwithstand- 
ing her extreme debility she readily and cheerfully entered 
into conversation with me; and her strevgth seemed to in- 
crease as she spoke. 1 asked her whether slie expected to 
get welir She said in reply; “IT have no expectation of 
living long.” I asked her whether she wished te get well ? 
She answered, “ No Sit: Iam ready to die; I wish to be 
gone.” I then said; Mary Ann, shou!d you not be willing 
to live longer with your parents and friends on earth ? 
To this question she replied; “If God should please to 
continue me, I hope I should.” Do you then, I askéd, 
fee! entirely reconciled te the will God, whatever it may 
ber Her reply was; * I think I do—I am sure that [ love 
God.” To the question, why do you love him? she an- 


* Twe cousins of nearly the same age with her own. 
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swered ; * Because he is good—good tome. He was good 
to me when I was a wicked child; he has given me many 
good things; he preserved me; and he has forgiven my 
sins.” After we had united in prayer for her, and for 
others at her request; she addressed to me the followin 

question: ‘ How long, Sir, do you think [ shall live?” | 
answered, that it was impossible for us to know—that, al- 
though we did not expect it, she might recover. Perceiv- 
ing that she felt disappointed by the answer, and being ap- 
prehensive, that a strong desire to depart had prompted 
her question, | again askec ; “ Are you not willing to get 
well—are you not willing to wat tili your change come ?” 
To this inquiry she seemed for a moment to hesitate what 
answer fo return. But after some delay and evident medita- 
tion, she replied, with unusual deliberation ; “ I hope... 
am.” The manner of this reply proved to me, that her 
desire to depart was so strong as to try her submission ; 
while her conscience was so tender as to prevent her an- 
swering, till she had thoroughly considered the question. 
Nor after all was she able to answer without some hesita- 
tion and an evident struggle of mind. It is proper, however, 
to observe, that in all her conversation with me, she never 
for a moment betrayed the least symptom of distrust in the 
divine goverument or submission to the divine wil’ except 


on this subject. 
(To be continued. ) 


CHARITY BY CHILDREN. 


Among the circumstances which combine to mark the 
present day as an epoch, peculiarly auspicious to the cause, 
and animating to the friends of Zion, I beg to notice cer- 
tain laudable efforts which have lately been made in some 
of our common schools. Itappears from the last report of 
the Connecticut Bible Society, that associations of children 
begin to stretch out their hands, ard drop their litile sums 
inio the treasury of God. We almost hear them cry, 
* flosanna to the Son of David.” 
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Spectators of these auspicious beginnings, may we not 
hail this as a ** new thing” in the present age of wonders ; 
as the embryo of an existence which promises, in its pro- 

ress towards muturity, to open a full hand of blessings, 
and scatter them on millions “ready to perish.” Yeta 
shoot of so delicate a structure may easily fal a prev to 
the frost of neglect. Chi'dren require encouragement and 
guidance. The following thoughts are designed rather to 
p-ovoke abler pens, than to exhibit the subject in its full 
importance. | 

I. ‘the amount of charities that may easily be collected 
in our schools. In forming a geneval estimate, we select, 
for convenience, those States which have furnished the no- 
ble precedents. 

The whole population of Connecticut is 261,942. In ev- 
ery town, at convenient distances, schools are established 
for the accommodation of children. One sixth of the popu~ 
lation, on a moderate estimate, are statedly kept at school. 

Here then are 43,657 children. Of these, if each should 
give only one cent at the close of the summer and winter 
schools, that is, two cents a year, the annual amount would 
be 873 dollars and 14 cents. But these schools continue 
at least six months in the year. Now suppose every 
scholar should pay one cent a week during the time of his 
attendance, and at the close of the vear, there wou!d be 
collected, for charitable purposes, the astonishing sum of 
11,350 doilars and 82 cents; which is more than six times 
the amount of the last annual collection for the Connecti- 
eut Bible Society ; and about twice the amount of the late 
annual collections for the Cennecticut Missionary Society. 
That this sum might be easily contributed in the schools 
of Connecticut is evident from the simple fact, that every 
scholar squanders usually upon useless toys more than one 
cent a week. With little self denial they might dispense 
with superfluities in dress, or luxuries in food, tothe amount 
of ten times that sum. 

In Massachusetts, the universal establ'shment of schools 
with a population about double to that of Connecticut, 
renders it equally easy to raise twice the specified charities. 
if,each scholar in this commonwealth should pay only one 
cent on the last day of every schoo], the annual amount 
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would be 1,746 dollars and 28 cents: wanting but 38 dol. 
Jars ed $7 cents of the whole amount of contributions, in 
eome of stock, &c. which was realized the last year by the 
Biassachusetts Missionary Society.. One cent a week froin 
each scholar during his attendance, would amount to 22,700 
dollars aanually; which is nearly double the sum raised in 
1815 for the support of foreign missions. 

Now if we subtract one quarter of the whole on account 
of indigent scholars, there may easily be raised in Massa- 
chusetisand Connecticut 26,538 dollars; for ifeach scholar 
contributes only two ceuts a year, there will be 1,964 dol- 
Jars and 57 cenis. 

This computation is sufficient to show, that the schools 
in the United States, in a manner so easy and almost im- 
perceptible, are capable of raising for objects of charity 
and benevolence, a greaier sum than is now raised by the 
several charitable socieiies in the Union. 

Il. The means to be used for the attainment of so im- 
portant an object. 

1. Let the ministers of the Gospel use their influence, in 
the pulpit and in the family. 

2. Let parents take a lively interest in laying before 
their children the deplorable situation of millions of Hea- 
then children, who grow up without schools, without Bibles, 
without decent clothing, without once hearing of Jesus 
Christ, the Saviour of the world. Let them talk till the 
tears begin to run down their tender cheeks, and their 
heavivg bosoms find vent in protestations like these; “ we 
will send them some of our toy-money ;” “ the poor Hea- 
then shall have part.” 

3. Let the instructors of schools second ministerial and 
parental effort: or, as the case may be, let them take the 
Jead in the good work. Nor need they hesitate to employ 
their influence in a cause which the kings and princes and 
nobles of Europe think it an honor to promote. 

4, Let asociety be formed in every school, the volunta- 
ry members of which may respectively pay, from one-cent 
a week down to one cent a season, according to ability or 

disposition, ‘This I understand to be the adopted mode in 
these schools which have ledthe way. And in case of ap- 
prehended collision of religious sentiments, let there be a 
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stipulation to place all the money raised, under the contro! 
of the American Bible Society. 

IlI. Some motives to the use of these means. 

Besides the obvious motives of duty to God and our suf- 
fering brethren of the human race ; besides the incalcula- 
ble benefit to those who might thus be furnished with the 
Gospel; I would particularize a few important effects up- 
on the children themselves. 

1. The rapid expansion of their minds. They will be- 
come familiar with distant, extensive, and populeus coun- 
tries. They will hear, and think, and taik, much about the 
deplorable situation of the Heathen. The tone of their 
minds will rise. And while they are affected by the gross 


f ignorance and vice of so many children of the human fam- 


ily, they will of course be led to put a higher estimate on 
the superior privileges of their own land. 

2. The early exercise of some of the noblest principles 
of our nature. Compassion, in all her fine sensibilities, 
will twine around ‘their throbbing hearts; and the hand 
which now opens to pour blessings on the distant and un- 
seen sufferer, will be ever ready to wipe the tear from the 
eye of weeping humanity. Generosity will commence a 
luxurious growth, and secure tu the giver no less than to 
the receiver, a rich harvest of the fruits of paradise. ‘The 
force of habit is proverbial. Who then would not encour- 
age in the young, the habits of mercy and liberality ! 

8. The practice recommended will oppose-no small bar- 
rier to the foilies and irregularities of chidren. Ht will in« 
culcate self-denial and a prudent use of their little stores. 
It will lessen their extravagant desires, divert them ffom 
dangerous pastime, and promote useful industry. Facts 
show, that objects of this nature give a noble and astonisi- 
ing turn to the mind and to the eonduct even of children. 

And is it too much to expect, that children who direct 
their attention to the art of doing good, will imbibe those 
principles, and form those habits, which afford the best 
security against a vicious and scandalous manhood; which 
highly promote the social virtues; which often, through 
the sanctifying grace of God, are followed with a blessed 
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There are some of the motives to a faithful use of means 
in exciting the children of America to send Bibles, and 
ministers, and schoolmasters, and all the blessings of 
Christianity, to the hapless children of Asia and Africa. 

Let all who are praying with uplifted hands for the en- 
largement of Jerusalem ask themselves, in what way, with 
equal facility, a revenue of equal magnitude may probabl 
be raised for Jesus Christ. : 

Children of America, yours is a happy lot. You need 
not wait to grow up before you commence the business of 
sending telief to your fellow creatures. Your charities 
shall be safely conveyed—Heatheu children shail call you 
blessed. To you it belongs to set a glorious example to 
the generations that slial! come after you. That Saviour 
who once took little children in his arms and blessed them, 
—thet Saviour who heard with so much approbation the 
“young hosannas” in the temple, now invites you to pity 
the millions of your age, who never heard bis name. They 
are wretched—they have no books—no Sabbaths—no 
schools; many of them wander through the streets from 
day to day, hungry and naked, and friendless; a dreadful 
eternity ts befoie them ; but they know it not: there is no 
deliverer near.” Can you not spare them a little? Will 
you pot ask your parents to tell you how to save, or how 
to earn one cent every week that they are pleased to send 


. you to school? If they are very good perhaps they will 


give i: you. Will you not talk with each other about poor 
Heath: n children? and agree to give them something ? 
Think what Christ has done to save you; and can you do 
nothing to save others? One Bible that you may purchase 
with sixty cents, only two cents apiece in a school of thirty 
scholars—ibis one Bible may carry the Gospel toa whole 
school of a bandied scholars among the Heathen. And 
who knows but it wil save them all from Hell? They 
stretch out their bands for help—io you dear children of 
this highly favoured land, they look, they call earnestly 
and piteously. Can you deny them? 
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THE ROBBER’S DAUGHTER. 


(Continned from page 35.) 


When Betsey began to learn her letters, sie found the 
work very difficult at first, because she had never been ac- 
customed to any thing of the kind before; but as she was 
resolved to try hard, and her teacher kindly encouraged 
her, she soon improved. At the end of school! time in the 
morning, she found that she knew the three first letters, and 
well pleased was she to say A, B, C,and to know each one 
of these famous letters. When schoo! was over, alter sing- 
ing a verse or two, all the children went to church, marchi- 
ing ina row, two and two: what a pleasing sight was this, 
it wonderfully dehghted our young cottager. She was at 
first rather rude, and too fond of looking about, because 
she had never been taught better; but when sie was told 
any thing was wrong, she ted not to do so again, and al- 
ways minded what was said to her. Soon the children 
were all seated in the church, and their teachers with them ; 
Betsey was pleased to see the church quite full; there were 
the Squire and his family, and his servaiits ; ever so many 
farmers, with their wives and their chi'dren; and the de- 
cent labourers in their homely dress; and the people did 
pray and sing, and the organ played sweetly, and the pare 
sop preached excellently : “ Surely,” said Betsey, *¢ the 
church is the finest place in the world.” 

When the service was over, our little cottage girl and her 
brother went back to the school to eat their bread and 
cheese which they had brought with them for dinner: 
while the clear bubbling stream which flowed through the 
village, furnished them with a pure and wholesome bever- 
age. In the afiernoon the children returiied to school, and 
Betsey felt increasing p!easure in learning her book, and 
found at the end of the Sabbath that-she could say the first 
six letters. As the evening drew on our Sabbath School girl 
walked home, and went part of the way with ber cousin 
Aune; she was quite delighted with the day’s employment ; 
a new world appeared to be opening to ber view, and she 
could think and talk of nothing but the Sabbath School. 
Her cousin Anne, as they were going through the fields, 
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told her to try and remember her letters, and to say them 
over very ofien during the week. ‘‘Here Betsey,” saij 
she, “ mind what I say, and then you won’t forget your 
letters; there’s the first, A, that stands for your cousin 
Anne; B stands for you Betsey, C stands for the Church, 
D for your favorite dog, E for your brother Edward, and 
F will put you in mind of Miss Field.” “Oh what fine 
things these letters are,” said Betsey, “ which can put us 
in mind of so many things, I shall beso glad when I know 
all my letters, and can read as well as you Anne; I do so 
love going to the Sabbath School, and I shail so long all 
the week for next Sabbath to come, I wish every day was 
a Sabbath.” “Well cousin, I am giad you love your 
scheol and this way of spending your Sabbaths ; you and 
I can say, in the words of my favorite hymn, 


“ T have been there, and still will go, 
Tis like a little Heaven below ; 

Not all my pleasure and my play, 
Shall tempt me to forget this day.” 


Betsey Brown was so pleased with these lines, that be- 
fore they parted, she made Anne promise to teach them to 
her in the week. Whev Betsey and her brother arrived at 
home, they both thought they had spent the happiest day in 
thei: lives; and even when she fell asleep, in her dream, 
she was thinking of all she bad seen and heard. Poor sim- 
ple hearted chilcren ! sleep in peace on your beds of 
straw, “ holy angels guard your heads,” nor do they scorn 
your mean abode, or overlook your lowly couches! 

Betsey Browo having felt so much pleasure in going to 
the Sabbath School at first, afterwards attended regularly, 
and though somewhat of the novelty gradually wore off, 
yet she found increasing benefit every Sabbath. She was 
furnished with several books, and Miss Field desired her to 
learn something every week, to say on the following Sab- 
bath. Accordingly Betsey applied closely to her book, and 
often went to visit her cousin Anne, to get some assistance 
from her in leareing. She also taught her lite brother at 
home, and thus improved herself while teaching him. Here 
let me observe that eider brothers and sisters shou!d always 
strive to improve the younger and set thema good exam- 
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ple; thus they would both receive and communicate in- 
struction, and much assist their parents or teachers. Ina 
few months our young cottager made considerable progress, 
and was able toread the plain short sentences in her spell- 
ing book. Miss Field was so pleased with he: attention and 
improvement, that she gave her several rewards, which 
proved a great encouragement to Betsey, and excited her 
to increased exertion and perseverance. She loved her 
books, and her teacher, and her school, so that she soon 
goton very rapidly. While her father was roving about 
in his lawless occupation, she wou'd take her book with 
her, and rambling through the wood, sit on the stump ofa 
ree, or Walking through the fields, recline on the flowery 
banks of a meadow, with her lesson before ter; thus she 
improved her spare moments, and was constantly endeav- 
ouring to gain wisdom. She was not satisfied if any day 
passed away without learning some lesson to say to her 
teacher on the Sabbath. Sabbath scholars should remem- 
ber to imitate this example, and that may be called a bad 
day in which they have not learned something for the Sab- 
bath; those who wish to be wise must improve every day 
as it passes. [have known many children improve more by 
this plav, though they attended only on a Sabbath, than 
others who went to a school every day in the week. 

Betsey Brewn not only improved in her learning, but her 
behaviour was remarkably good’; she was always attentive 
and quiet at church, and very obedient and grateful to her 
teachers. Oh!” said she, “1am sure 1 ought to love 
Miss Field very much, for she persuaded my father to let 
me come to the Sunday Schaol, and thovgi: she’s the 
Squire’s daughter, she deigns to teach us poor girls ; surely 
it is the smallest return I can make fer ail this kindness, 
to love my dear teacher, and to do as she tells me. I can’t 
return her kindness by any thing I can do, but I’!! prove 
how I love her by doing all I can to show the thankfulness 
of my heart.” 

Betsey Brown continued to ettend the Sabbath Schoo! 
for four or five years with increasing pleasure and improve- 
ment. Not only did she learn to read her Bible at school, 
but she often read it at home, when nobody saw her; and 
would frequently knee! down and pray that God Almighty 
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would teach and bless her, a poor ignorant child. Good 
children should aiways remember, that they must often 
pray by themselves, and for themselves. I know of no 
sight in the world so delightful as the vouthful suppliant 
bowing at the throne of grace. Dear child, though anseen, 
or despised by man, thy heavenly Father ‘beholds thee in 


secret. Angels in heaven rejoice over the youthful peni- 
tent; 


And Saten trembles when he sees, 
The vilest sinner on his knees.” 


The religious instructions imparted at the Sunday School 
had made a deep impression on the tender heart of Betsey; 
she was often observed with tears, glistening in her eyes, 
while her teacher spake of the evils of sin, arid the mercy 
of Jesus Christ and his special tenderness to the young, 
and his willingness to pardon, to save, and to bless them. 
She had many excellent tracts and books lent or given to 
her, which she carried home and deligtited to read; thus 
her mind was improved, and her heart impressed with the 
great things which belonged to her eve: lasting peace, and 
she grew in grace, and in the knowledge of our Lord and 
Saviour Jesus Christ. Often would she make the forest 
echo with her songs of praise, while she joined with the 
clroristers of the grove in singing the praises of God. ‘The 
conversation of the teachers, and the prayers and addresses 
of Mr. Field were eminently useful to Betsey ; she thought 
of them  seriousiy as she walked across the fields to her 
home on the Sabbath evening, and frequently during the 
week, those instructions recurred to her mind, and deep- 
ly affected her heart. She was not satisfied with merely 
learning the tasks which were set her; but she wished to 
understand the meanin gofevery thing that she read, espe- 
cialy in the Bible ; and when she was at a loss she always 
found her teacher willing to give her information ; thus 
this poor cottage girl “grew in wisdom and in favour both 
with God and man.” She was a comfort to her teacher, 
an exampie to her companions, and the ornament of the 
Sunday School. 

While this blossom of early piety was blooming in the 
forest; while Betsey Brown was thus gaining knowledge 
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aid learning in the days of her youth, to see the value and 
feel the power of religion, there was one subject which 
much distressed her mind, and led her frequently to weep 
tears Of bitter sorrow. It was when she reflected on her 
father, who lived in open violation of the laws of God and 
man. To be obliged to hear constant blasphemy, cersing 
and swearing— Lo wituess intoxication and riot, and espe- 
cially to hear the feats of p'under ; and ali this evil as con- 
nected with a father, G! it was actually painful and une 
speakably distressing to the tender conscience of our Sab- 
ba‘h scholar ! Sometimes she would try to persuade es fae 


‘ther to allow her to read to him some suitable passages 


which she had selected. Sometimes she would endeavor 
together little brother to say some of his hymns before 
him; but alas! he treated these things with contempt, and 
ifany hing serious was read or said before him, he would 
burst in‘o a vislent passion, and call re‘igion nonsense, and 
abuse all pious persons in the most violent manner. He 
could not bear to see the Bibl: or any good books about, 
and the children were always obliged to run and hide 
them whenever their father came home. This conduct 
in her father was a severe irtal to poor Betsey, and almost 
broke her heart. so that she would sometimes retire aud 
weep by herself, and pray that God would change her fa- 
ther’s heart, andturn him frum his evil courses. 

Though she saw no alteration in her father’s conduct, 


Miss Field encouraged her to continue praying for him, 


aid meniioned some instances in which Sabbath School 
children had been like ministers or missionaries. to convey 
the Gospel to parents, who had before bern entirely re- 
gardless of God, and their immortal interests. It is some- 
limes the case that we pray a long time before any «an- 
swers appear io be granted to our petitions; thus God 
exercises our faith, inereases our fervour, and prepares us 
for the blesing he intends to bestow ; let us therefore feel 
encouraged to continue to “ pray without ceasing,” and 
we Shall not pray in vain. 
( To be continued. ) 
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(Continued from page 22.) 





JANUARY 3, 1819. 


Having returned from Church, Mr.and Mrs H. assem. 
bled their children for religious instruction; when the fol. 
lowing conversation ensued 

Mr. H. Can you tell me, Susan, what the text was this i 
afternoon ? p 

Susan. I can tell you where it was Papa, and what it & ¥ 
was about; but it was so long I can’t repeat it. It was in jf 
Luke xviii. 35 to 43, about blind Bartimeus, and about his § t 
Wy cry to Jesus to“-hase mercy on him. 1 
it's: Mrs. H. Perhaps ‘Thomas or Julia can repeat it for §? 
th you. : 
Mr. H. I don’t wish it, my Dear. But Susan, can’t you & * 
tell me more aboutit? Wiatdid those who were with che 
blind man do, when he cried to Jesus; did they offer to 
™ assist him P 

tf Susan. Oh no Papa, they tried to have him stop cry- 
ing; but he only cried the more. 

Mr. H. Anddo you remember Julia, what Jesus did? 

Julia. He sent to have the blind maw come to him and 
asked him what he wished him to do for him; and he said, 
Lord, that I may receive my sight , and Jesus said unto 
him receive thy sight; and he received his sight. 

Mr. H. Very well my dear ~Aud what reflections had 
you in Sermon time ? 

Julia. Lihought how sorry I should have felt for poor 
Bartimeus who was blind, and the minister said he was 

oor too. Ob Ff thoughtif I had been there, how I would 
tie led him to Jesvs, and how augry | shouid bave been 
ai these hard hearted men who tried to stop him. Bur I 
felt so rejoiced to hear that_Jesus had him brought to him 
and so kindly asked bim what he wanted ; and oh then 
to have him give Bartimeus his sight. How happy he 
must have been, and how he must have loved Jesus for 
doing him so much good. Ithought of poor blind Je- 
seph, and wished he could be as happy as Bartimeus. 
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Mr. H. And can you tell me Susan, what Bartimeus 
did after his sight was restored ? 

Susan. Oh, yes Sir—he went with Christ—and should 
you not think that he would have wanted always to be with 
him ? | 

Mr. H. True, my dear, it is natural to suppose so 
and so Christians, when they come to know and realize 
how exceediug great his love was for them, they sometimes 
long to follow him, and be where he is, though they must 
pass through the valley of the shadow of death. They 
would be “ absent from the body, to be present with the 
Lord.” He did the greatest temporal kindness possible 
to poor Bartimeus ; but in dying for our sins, he has dove 
us an infinitely greater kindness—and my chiidren, how 
much should we love him? In a moral'sense we are poor 
and miserable, and blind, and naked, and in need of all 
things, and this blessed Saviour has given himself for us, 
that believing in him we may be rich and happy, restored 
to moral sight, and cloathed in the spotless rebes of his 
righteousness. And what if after all this we do not leve 
him ? How would it have seemed if Bartimens, when Jesus 
restored his long lost sight, had-manifested no gratitude, 
nothing but cold indifference ? And what would have been 
thought of him | And what must the holy Angels think of 
the ingratitude o® man, that when Christ has expressed 
such unparelled benevelence towards them, they should 
treat him with the most pointed neglect. Oh, it is too 


_ much to think of! May your heavenly Father sanctify 


your hearts my dear children, that the vain objects of time 
and sense may never seduce your affectious from this bles- 
sed and compassionate Saviour. 

Susan. Dear Papa, pray that we may always love hina. 

Thomas The story of poor biitnd Bartimeus is very af- 
feeting, and Mr. T—’s illustration made it appear much 
more so. 

Julia. I could not help thinking how much people lose, 
who do not read the Bible; and was in hopes that the 
Misses of our school would think of what our Instructress 
said to us the other day about reading novels. 

‘Mrs. H. Among the variety of reflections suggested by 
the sermon, I thought, like a of poor Joseph, and f 
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determined to be more attentive in comforting and amy. 
sing him; and especially in trying to lead him to Jesus, 
for the cure of his spiritual blindness. Such afflicted ones 
demand our tender compassion and regard. 

Susan. Mayn’t I carry him something, Mama, to-mor. 
row, for his comfort? 

Julia. And if Mama is willing, 1 will go and read to 
him. He is very glad to have us read to him. 

Mrs. H. You may, my dear children. I am always 

leased to see you feel for the poor and afflicted. 

Thomas. Read him the Memoirs of Obookiah, won't 
you Julia? I wish he bad been to Church to day, and 
heard the sermon: but I suppose he hasn’t decent clothes 
to go. 

Mrs. H. Oh Mr. H., T am ashamed of my neglect of 
duty. Why has it never occurred to me that I could give 
that poor blind man a suit of decent clothes, and encour- 
age him to attend public worship? The thought has just 
struck me. 

Susan. Oh do, Mama. 

ihomas. Yes, and little Samuel will then lead him to 
Church. 

Mr. H. 1 approve of the plan highly, and will talk with 
Joseph about it—but time is passing, and we must attend 
to our present duties. We will proceed with the Bible his- 
tory, after hearing your answers to the questions upon the 
portion, which was ‘related on New Years: You will an- | 
swer the questions in rotation. Thomas will answer first, 
and then Julia, and Susan. 

Mr. H. Who created the heaven and earth ? 

Thomas. God. 

Mr. H. When did he create thein? 

Julia. In the beginning. 

Mr. H. How long was God creating all things? 

Susan. Six days. 

Mr. H. What did God do om the first day ? 

Thomas. He created the light, and divided it from the 
darkness. i 

Mr. H. What did he call the light ? 

Julia. Day. 

Afr, 17. What did he cail the darkness? 
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Susan. Night. 

Mr. H. What did God do on the second day ? 

Thomas. He made the firmament. 

Mr. H. What did he call the firmament ? 

Julia. Heaven. 

Mr. H. What did God do on the third day? | 

Susan. He divided the waters from the dry land. 

Mr. H. What did he call the dry land? 

Thomas. Earth. 

Mr. H. What did he call the waters! 

Julia. Seas. 

Mr. H. What did God do on ihe fourth day ? 

Susan. Ue ereated lights in the firmament of the 
Heaven. 

Mr. H How many great lights did he create? 

Thomas. ‘Two, the Sun, and Moon. 

Mr. H. Whatdid God do on the fifth day ? 

Julia. He created great whales, and all fish of the sea, 
and fowls of the air. 

Mr. H What did God do on the sixth day? 

Susan. He created all cattle, and beasts of the field, 
and creeping things; and last of ali he made man in his 
own image. | 

Mr. H. Of what did God make man ? 

Thomas. Of the dust of the earih, 

Mr. H. What did God do on the seventh day ? 

Julia. Hevested from ali his work which he had made; 
aud he blessed the seventh day and sanctified it. 

Mr. I. Where did God pat man when he had made 
him ? 

Susan. In the garden of Eden. 

Mr. H. What trees are particularly mentioned as 
growing in this garden ? 

Thomas. ‘The tree of life; and the tree of knowledge 
of good and evil. | 

Mr. H. Of which of these trees was Adam forbidden 
to eat? 

Julia. Of the tree of knowledge of good and evit. 

Mr. 1. What was the first man called ? 


— Susan. Adam. 


Mr. H. What was the first woman called ? 






























































et 4A Family Scene. 


Thomas. Eve. 

Mr. H. Of what was Eve made? 

Julia. Of one of Adam’s ribs. 

Mr. H. Whatwas the state of Adam and Evein Eden? 

Susan. They were innocent and happy, 

Mr. H. Did they continue long in this state ? 

Thomas. No Sir. They eat of the forbidden fruit—and 
herebv brought themselves into a state of sin and misery. 

Mr. H. Who first eat of the forbidden fruit? 

Julia. Eve. — 

Mr. H. How did she come to eat of it? 

Susan. The Serpent begxiled her. 

Mr. 1. What temporal judgment did God immediate 
iy infl.ct upon them? 

Thomas. Ue cursed the ground for their sake, and 
then banished them from the garden of Eden. 

Mr. H. Did God leave them, and all their posterity, to 
perish in their fallen state? 

Julia. No Sir. The infinite mercy of God led hiin to 
give his Son to die for them, aid to promise that the seed 
of the woman should bruise the serpent’s head. 

Mr. H. Lam much pleased, chitdren, to see the correct 
ness with which you have given your answers; and hope 
that the truths they contain will be long remembered by 
you. We will now attead to another portion of the Bible 
History. 

After Adam and Eve were banished from the garden of 
Eden they had two sons, Cain and Abel. Cain was a tiller 
of the ground, and Abel was a keeper of sheep. They 
both sacrificed unto the Lord; and the Lord had respect 

unto Abel and ta his offerings $ but unto Cain and to his 
offering he had not respect, becac ise his heart was not right. 
And Cain was very wroth, and his conntenance fell: and 
the Lord condescended to confer with him upon the subject. 
He said uato him, why art thou wroth? and why is thy 
countenance fallen? If thou doest well, shalt thoa not be 
accepted ? and tf thou doest not well, sin lieth at thy door. 
But instead of being humbled, and seeking for a spirit that 
would render his offerings as ‘acceptable to the Lord as his 
brother’s, he suffered his wicked passions of envy and re- 
venge to rise agamsthim; and when they were together in 
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the field, he slew him. So soon were Adam and Eve called 
to witness the dreadful effects of their disobedience, in the 
murder 6f one son by the hands of his brother. ‘This was 
indeed dear bought knowledge of evil. 

And the Lord said unto Cain, where is Abel thy brother ? 
And he said, [know not; am I my brother's keeper? And 
he said, what hast thou done? The voice of thy brother’s 
blood crieth unto me from the ground. And now art thou 
cursed from the earth, which hath opened her mouth to 
receive thy brother’s blood from thy hand. When thou til- 
lest the ground, it shall not hencefosth yield unto thee her 
strength. A fugitive and a vagabond shali thou be in the 
earth. And Cain said untothe Lord, my punishment is 
greater thanI can bear. Behold thou hast driven me out 
this day from the face of the earth; and from thy face 
shall I be hid; and I shall be a fugitive and a vagabond 
in the earth; and it shall come to pass, that every osc 
that findeth me shall slay me. But the Lord was pleased 
to assure him that his life should be preserved ; and he set 
a mark upon him, lest any finding him should kill him. 
And Cain went to a country called Nod, on the east of 
Eden, where, after a course of years, he built a city, which 


| he called after his Son Enoch. 


After the death of Abel, Adam had another Son called 
Seth, who was a great comfort to his afflicted parents. 

And Seth had a Son called Enos, who was a pious man, 
and called on the name of the Lord. : 

Adam was nine hundred and thirty years old when he 
died. Men lived to a great age in those days. 

After several generations God raised up Enoch, a man 
of distinguished piety and devotion, who,at the age af three 
hundred and sixty five, was taken to heaven without‘dying. 
The Scripture saith, Enoch walked with God, and he was 
not; for God took him. This was a very striking provi- 
dence: the world bas witnessed but one instance of the 
kind since. But I must stop here ; for it is time we should 
attend to family duties. On the next Sabbath, if we live, 
{ will give you some account of Noah’s flood. 

(To be euirnnnet- ) 
2 
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66 Cynthia and Amelia. 
CYNTIA AND AMELIA. 


Sweet was the time when I first felt the power of my Sav. 
jour’s sactifying grace, said Cynthia to Amelia, as they 
were engaged in friendly converse; and sweet to my soul have 
been its visits since. ‘The world has now lost its charms; 
it ceases to captivzte my affections;—my soul feels joy 
of a kind superior to that which it can communicate. A 
source of pleasure I have found, whence streams of enjoy- 
ment flow, of which I may drink my fi'l. Dear Amelia, I 
once thought as you do, that no satisfaction surpassed that 
derived from the pleasures of life. No one had a higher 
relish for these pleasures—No one pursued them with 
greater avidity, or, perhaps, enjoyed, in greater perfection, 
that happiness which they can afford. But they satisfy not; 
they are fleeting :—as the dew of the morning passes away 
before the efiulgent beams of the sun; so do all these plea- 
sures pass away before the beams of the Sun of Righteous- 
ness, which shine upon my soul. But my eye, dear Amelia, 
oft drops the tear, when my mind reflects on the time mis 
spent in their pursuit ;—my heart sometimes 1 eproaches 
me;—my guilt oft stares me in the face, because of neg- 
lecting my dear, iny kind Redeemer. But I trust he has 
forgiven me;—I trust his mercy has triumphed over my 
obstinacy and given mea title to eternal life. Oh! shall 
Tieli howhe met me? How great ishis mercy? In the 
midst of gay circles,—fluttering in the ball-room ;—in the 
midst of riches, cheertul prospects and delights, how often 
did my conscience repreach me! How often did he warn 
me! ‘Then unhappy and miserable, | sighed for the lonely 
got of the peasant, or the solitary place,—a retreat from 
these gaieties. ‘These things, thought I, will not bear the 
pure eyes of the Judge ofall. If I should then plead my 
youth, my lively disposition, and the consequent tempta- 
tions to which lam peculiarly exposed, they will not an- 
swer. Strict justice is his attribute. The soul that sinneth 
it shall die; but those that believe in Christ shal! be saved. 
Can I then be saved thought I? I am a most grievous sin 
nes—condemned by. the law— 


«Thy wrath lies heavy on my soul, 
Acd waves of sorrow o'er me roth” 
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Isaid to God, If thou canst, be gracious still !—I leave my 
vain course,x—my companions,—my worldly hopes,—per- 
adventure said 1, the Lord will be gracious ;—I was cast 
out in the open field ;—exposed to destruction ; ready to 

rish ;—but the Lord, and the Lord alone, took me up, 
The time of his passing was a time of love. For his mer- 
cy’s sake he saved me—he poured the balm of consolation 
into my wounds;—he bound them up—he mollified them 
with ointment. My heart rejoiced in his goodness; and 
he enabled me to give him all the glory. With joy I at- 
tended to his ordinances, which before I esteemed fit only 
for the enthusiastic and superstitious. These, dear Amelia, 
of which perhaps you form the same idea that I did, are 
sweet to my soul, asa means of drawing near to God. Oh! 
how much to be praised above those worldly schemes of 
pleasure which I once esteemed! And now with compla- 
ceucy I look forward to death, judgment and eternity. 
These things strike no dread to my mind, but often are 
the subjects of joy and rejoicing. For all this, to God is 
ihe glory to be given. Fear not, Amelia, to believe and 
to trust the words of eternal life— I may say with the apos- 
tle: “ What we have seen and heard that declare we unto 
you.” I feel the power of truth—I know it is from God. 
Peace is upon you—happiness unspeakable and full of 
glory your reward, when you putaway the evil of your do- 
ing ;—when you repent of your sins in sincerity and truth; 
—when you leave all for Christ; when you are created in 
him unto good works. Strength to do all this comes from 
him. Prayer is the means to obtain it. Pray, my Amelia, 
for the spirit of grace ;—God is gracious:—Jesus came to 
Save sinners. 

Dear Cynthia, said Amelia, with tears dropping from her 
eyes, I believe what you say. The peace of your mind 
beams in your countenance; the joys of religion sparkle 
in your eyes. I see your cheerfuiness, and often does my 
wicked heart envy your happiness. I am afflicted with 
your recital ;—your example long has reproved me ;—your 
words now take strong hold of my mind. Oh! that the 
resolutions which now start in my breast, might always 
seem as important to my soul:—to change my course of 
life—to prepare for the solemnities of death—to mae 
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God my friend, Christ my Saviour from wrath to conte, 
O my friend, lam ready to cry what shall Ido to be saved? 
God be merciful to me a sinner. ~‘Trust not, said Cynthia, 
to your own resolutions ; but believe and trust in God ;— 
you can keep them only,by hisgrace. My prayers will be 
for you. Imust go. Adieu. . 


HISTORY OF SABBATH SCHOOLS. 
(Continued from page 26.) 


“The improvement in the mode of popular education, 
introduced by Dr. Bell and Mr. Lancaster, must be con 
sidered as forming another era in the history of Sunday 
Schoo!, by affording new facilities to the business of in- 
struction.” 

“ The institution of Sunday Schools was now become 
universal throughout England. Every city and every town 
had warinly espoused the cause; still there was one thing 
wanting to raise the system to the highest degree of efh- 
ciency, and that was union. In every application of the 
sentiment, union is power. Reasoning upon the general 
principle, many were led to conclude, that great benefits 
would result to this particular case, from an association of 
counsel and energy. After much private intercourse on 
this subject, between mauy persons in London, a public 
meeting was holden July 13, 1803, and the Sunday School 
Union was then formed. The design of this association is 
thus announced in its own regulations :— 

“The objects of this union are: Ist. To stimulate and 
encourage each other in the religious instruction of the 
young. 2diy. By mutual! communications to improve the 
methods of instruction. 3dly. To promote the opening of 
new schoo's. 4thly. To print books, &c. suitable for Sun- 
day Schools, ata cheap rate. Sthly. To correspond with 
ministers and others in the United Kingdom, and abroad. 
6ihly. To promote the formation of country Waions, which 
are expected regularly to report to this Society; and are 
allowed to purchase its publications at reduced prices.” 


— - —_ ———_— ——_e eee 0OCUCUn CU | 6D =— ———- 





He, 
2d? 
la, 


be 


On: 


lay 


me 
wo 
ng 
fis 
he 
ral 
its 





History of Sabbath Schools. 69 


« For the accomplishment of these purposes, a general 
meeting, open to ali Sunday School teachers, is held quar- 
terly, when the Reports of the Schools'and the proceedings 
of the Committee, are read; interesting instances of use- 
fullness, improved plansof instruction, and any information 
calculated to promote the objects of the union, are men: 
tioned; and occasionally, questions, previously appointed, 
relative to Sunday Schools, are considered and discussed. 

“ This new Society commenced its operations with no 
less prudence than vigour. Carefully avoiding even the 
appearance of a desire to interfere with the private 
management of any of the associated schools, it aimed 
to diffuse new life and. energy through them all. One of 
its first. objects was the compilation of a new spelling book, 
more adapted to moral and religious instruction, than any 
they could find already in existence. The next object of 
the Committee was to ascertain, by an extensive corres 
pondence, what parts of the country were most destitute 
of schools. Finding that the advantages were, in many 
places, greatly diminished, hy want of method and or- 
der in the schools, they published in 1815, “A Plan for 
the Formation and regulation of Sunday Schools.’ 

“ The example of the metropolis was soon imitated by 
many of the large towns, and several counties. Unions 
were formed in different parts of the kingdom, from which 
the happiest effects have resulted ; among which may be 
reckoned the establishment of new schools in neglected 
parts of large towns, and amidst the darkness of benighted 
villages; afresh excitement given to those employed in the 
work of tuition; the diffusion of Christian affection; and 
in some instances a great improvement in the mode of in- 
struction. The formation of the Sunday School Union 
must therefore be regarded as an event of vast importance 
to the suecess of this valuable scheme.” 

_ In Scotland the friends of religion formed themselves 
into a Society, called the Edinburgh Gratis Sabbath Sehool 
Society, the sole object of which was to promote the reli 


| tous instruction of youth, by erecting, supporting, and con- 


ducting Sabbath evening Schools, in Edinburgh and its 
neighbourhood; in which Schools the leading and most 
important doctrines of the Scriptures were to be taught, 
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and net the peculiarities of any denomination of Christians 

These they resolved should never be mentioned, as the 
had united to promote the common cause of retigion, and 
not the particular interest of any party. 

This plan was carvied into operation in 1797. The Sc 
ciety had not existed a year when the number of schools 
amounted to thirty-four, and before the end of the second 
year twenty additional schools were opened. From this with 
period to 1812, th2 average number of schools was about? ‘ 
forty, attended by 2200 In 1814 there were fifty-five! 
schools attended by 3175 young persons. Of these schoo 





of x 


37 were in Edinburgh, and 18 in the country immediatelyml! 
adjacent. The Reports of this Society are replete with in- 
aC 


teresting information, from which it will be gratifying te 
enrich those pages when opportunity will permit. 

A Society in Aberdeen formed at the same time, andg” ul 
upon the same plan with the above-mentioned, has been he 
alike prosperous and useful. Similar Societies were soonl”"" 
after formed at Paisley and Glasgow, and still later at lay 
Greenoch, Perth, and many other places. The system 
now prevails generally in the south of Scotland, and even that 
in the Highlands and islands. | ng 

‘“‘ Wales, at a very early period in the history of Sunday 
Schools, entered with eagerness into the scheme, aud 
adorned her romantic and pictaresque valleys with nume- 
rous asylums for the instruction of the poor. And here it 
is but justice to the Sunday Schoo! Institution, to assert its 
claims to the high honour of giving birth t0 the most noble 
and efficient Society ever formed by man, or blessed by 
God, for promoting the interests of genuine Christianity. gh 
avery reader will anticipate the name of the British andfflhe 
Foreign Bibie Society. The honour of giving rise to thisgjsm 
mighty combination of wealth, of zeal, and talents, is bet- ier 
ter worth contending for, than the highest place in thegple 
roll of monarchs, conquerors, or philosophers. the 

** By means of Sunday School education in Wales, the’ : 
number of readers increased far beyond the supply off"hi 
Welsh Bibles to be ob:aised. This induced the indefati-§ ‘ea 
gable Mr. Charles of Bala,to undertake a journey to Lon-§)"q) 
don, for the purpose of soliciting a private subscription the 
from his friends, to defray the expense of printing an edi p 
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ion Of Welsh Bibles. Inthe course of conversation on this 
whject, ata committee meeting of the Religious ‘Tract So- 
mcic'y, a thought cae into the mind of the Rev. Joseph 
Hughes, a thought which darted as one of the brightest 
yains from the fountain of light and life above, and for 
which millions will have reason to b’ess his name, that a lit- 
le more exertion than was requisite for supplying Wales 
vith the Seripsures, omght found an imstitution which should 
go on increasing its funds, ard extending its operations, till 
pot only the British dominions, bui tiie whole world should 
furnished with the word of God. Sych was the origin 
ofa Society which is the glory ofour age. I need not trace 
itfurther teaan just to say that the plan was warmly em- 
baced by the gentlemen present, and steps were immedis 
ately taken to give it efficiency. My object in adverting 
Bio this Society was to show its pedigree, and to claim it as 
the offspring of the Sunday Schovl Insiitution. The cause 
which originated stil! supports it; for in most cases a Sun- 
jay School Teacher must be the forerunner of a Bible.’ 

s So great was the progress of Sunday Schools in Wales, 
that in three years 177 schools were established, contain- 
ing more than 8000 children. 


aft! 














y ( To be continued. ) 
d 
3 SABBATH SCHOOL ANECDOTES. 


ya ‘One Sabbath afternoon, last summer, a little before the 
.gchooi commenced, as I (ihe teacher) was sitting alone in 
ifthe vestry room, Eliza C came up to me, and, with a 





smile upon her countenance, said, § Sir, shall I read a chap- 
ler in the New Testament to your’ I answered, ‘If you 
please, and I shall be very glad to hear you.’ She read 
the chap.er in such a manner, for one of so tender an age, 
Bs greaily surprized me. I gave her a penny. Alter 
‘Bwhich, T observed her to walk about the room, as if in 
search of something, and presently came again to me, and 
Bequired, ‘ Sir, have you not got amoney box!’ (meaning 
the Sunday Seboo! Missionary Box. )} lreplied, ‘ Yes: it 
IS placed by the window :’ pointing to it at the same time. 











with my finger. She ran—got upon a chair and dropped 

the penny into the box. When she had so done, I said, 

‘What have you put the money into the box for?’ She in. 

stantly replied, ‘ 1t is to send somebody to tell the poor peo. 
le about the great God ; and I have got sixpense more at 
ome, ifmy mother will let me have it.’ 





Two of the little boys belonging to the Sabbath School 
in Pitisfield, Vermont, were one day overheard conversing 
on the Divinity of the Saviour, one of them remarked, 
“Mr, ———— says Jesus Christ is not God, only a man.” 
The other replied, “the Bible says he ts God,” and running 
over the texts, in support of this doctrine, which he had 
learned at the Sabbath School, asked, ** Now which shall we 
believe, Mr. ; or God?” 
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SELECT SENTENCES. 


Hath any wounded you with injuries, meet them with 
patience ; hasty words rankle the wound, soft language 
dresses it, forgiveness cures it, and oblivion takes away the 
scar. 


By taking revenge, a man is but even with his enemy} 
but, in passing it over he is superior. 


Diogenes being asked, How one should be revenged of 
his enemy; answered, By being a virtuous and honest 
man. 


THE TEN COMMANDMENTS. 


Renounce all other gods, but only me, 

And to no image bow thy heart or knee , 
Take not the awful name of God in vain, 
Nor eer his holy Sabbath day profane. 
Honour thy parents, and thou long shalt live ; 
Commit no murder, but all wrongs forgive. 
From filthy lusts, keep soul and body free, 
Nor steal, though pressed by dire necessity, 
Against thy neighbor, ne'er false witness bear, 
Nor covet goods in which thou hast ne share. 
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